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Introduction I 
For the first time in its rather chequered history, the money from t�e sales of 

the last edition of U.NTEfu� covered the production costs, and it was all �ue to those 
that sallied forth and sold copies and to whom many 'Thankyous' are extended. 

Regular readers will do doubt notice that once again small changes have taken 
place in the layout and format of this edition, most of which were suggested by various 
readers and all of which, it is hoped, will i'!lprove the mag in some small way beth in 
content and design. The Editors alwn.:,rs welcome suggestions and ideas which will help 
LA.NTER.� to evolve into, dare 1o1e s-:q it, a first class magazine. 

Up until now this introduction :-.as, almost invariably, contained a resume of the 
contents which, upon reflection, seemed to be rather unnecessar,y. In future this will 
not be done and the space saved will be used as f-! sort of 1�otice Board 1 in 'Which in­
dividuals and organisations can air their \.T.S.�:t.s, aims etc. Naturally there will be no 
charge for this and anyone wishing for a r""�1tion should send details to the Editor at 
the address below. Having said that, here goes ......... . 

Bill Porter of 62 Stonards Hill, Loug'·+,on, 3ssex, is researching into Dragon and 
Serpent Lore and would be gratefc.l for any i:'.i'ormatl.on on the subject from any area of 
the British Isles . . . .. . . . .  The Essex Dowser is an irregularly produced nev.:sletter avail-
able free of charge to members and Friends of the Essex Dowsing Group; subjects dealt 
with include dowsing, Ley lines and ESP: For further information contact hank Dineen, 
4 Brentwood Road, Ingrave, Brentwood CiH.3 3IiQ • • • • • •  The Pagan i•tovement in Britain 
and Ireland exists to bring together those people who still f€el love for the Earth; 
their aim being to create a society L"l which everyone is free to worshio the Gods and 

Godesses of Nature; details from Hichael Burgess, 21 Kirkley Gardens, Lowestoft ••••• • 
(Michael has just produced a small booklet of his own poems entitled 'For the Wind, 
For the Wild', it is well worth reading and I know that he will be only too pleased to 
supply copies for JOp inc. P & P; Ed) • •• • •  The Ley Hunter is a bi-monthly duplicated 
magazine dealing with Leys, Power lines, UFOs and other associated subjects. No. 64 
contains articles on Belgian Leys, Thanet Leys, mythology and more . Subscription is 
£I.5C per year (L'lc.P & P) from !)aul Screeton, 5 Egton Drive, Seato11 Garew, Hartlepool 
TS25 2.AT • • • •• •  Nigel Pennick, who 'Wrote the article on Suffolk Landscape Geometry in 
.the last issue of Lan�ern, has recently bad published a fl3.scinating book •·rne iviyster­
ies of King's College Chapel. 1 In brief, it covers in some detail tbe buil:�lng of the 
chapel and shows how it was planned and built upon Geomantic and :03 bbal is tic princ.ip! es: 
probably the last builiing in England to be so built. The book ':1C1ces very in�eres: i.ng 
!"eading and is profusely illustrated; available from: Cokaygne bblis'-;inr,, ::ev Sc:.;:r<"?:, 
•:�mhridge, price 95p...... I + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

All articles in this magazine are copyright of the authors or BSIG and !::'lless s+;,s t',;;;d 
otherwise the views expressed are not necessarily those of BSIG or the :''.di tors. 

lANTERN IS PUBL!.S'B:D B':: THE BORDERLil�E SCIZNCE INVESTIGATION GROUP, A NUN PROFl T 
MAKING OEGANISAT:Jl.� DEVO'I'i::D TO THE INVESTIGtHIOH 01!' UNJ'�XPLAINED PH.SNO:-:.:�lH• ;;-,;,�:;T 
ANGLIA • LANTERN IS FUBLISlED l,iUARTERLY: ANNU,\ .:.. SUBSGRIPTI ON IS 70p ING • o :J. ? , '!R 
18p FOR SINGLE L:UPES INC P & P. (PLEASE i•iMJ!: GET::�: .�;,l_;:.>Q1s ?AYABLE TO R'3I::l J,��L:· A:;_ 
DRESS ALL .l::N�UI2IBS 'I'O Trfu EI'ITOR, IVAN :::mNJI;� 3 r:e: ':ilC;H 1,\AY, LO\.JESTOFT, ::::132 4!\Z. 
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Astronom1.cal .::.oc1.ety, based on 1nform-
_ · · · · · 

. · ation in a :7th century pamphlet which 
fettle and ht:&fd i_n the Ayr,. t"n tf · ·. describes app.arj tions an_ d signs in the 

· · · · • · · . . . . . -''� '"> le sky (rrentioned brieny in Lantern No. 7). �fltle\ of c ... ,,tdg� and N(JifoJR.e ivfr. Cyril Slaunt, the Secretary of tbe 
Qn t� l r ciay of-� laft �fl NAS. is convinced . that the_ pam�hlet d?- . 

tntheiftemcOI\e 16.f6 · scr1.bes a metear1te sho..,Ier. H1s susp1 ... 
· · cions are also shared by Dr. David Dew-

hurst of the Cambridge University observatory and Dr. Kei.tb Hinclley of the Heteorlte 
Section of the British Astronomical Association. They both suggest. that if a fall did 
take piace1 it must have been i:r.. the Brandon/Ne'Wma.rket/Thetford area. One possible 
poir:t of impact that has been suggested is the 1Devil1s Punchbowl', a large almost 
perfectly circular water-filled depression iL the forest about 16ur rriles north of 
Thetford� . 

Although the idea that the pamphlet does describe (albeit in a very colour-
1'1;.1 manner) what could have been a meteorite shower is very attractive, some aspects 
or the description just do not seem to fit. These can be dismissed as irrelevant ex­
aggerations on the part of the ,.Jriter; or it is just possible that they might be de­
scribing samethir..g that. had nothir..g to do with meteorites. If one accepts parts of 
the pamphlet as a factual description of a natural phenomena., it must be very diffi­
cult to dismiss the parts which do not fit. the theory. With this in mind Lantern pre­
sents, with the kir� permission of Norwich City Library, the full tract of the pamph­
let qomt1lete .with its political and religic;ms overtones to allow_ readers to drE1W their 
own canelusians. 

· 

• + + + + + ++ + + 

SIGNES FROH HEAVErh OR SEVERAL!.. APPARI­
TICNS dEEN A�"D f.EARD IN THE AYRE IN TBE. 
COn·:TI.�S OF Cs.:<BRIDGE AND NOF.FOLI'l: ON 
THE 21 D1\Y OF /J..Y L&ST PAST IN THE 

AFTEPJJOONE, 1646. 
Vb: 
A Navie or Fleet of Ships under sayle. 
A 00.11 of wild fire rolling up and dovme. 
Three men s trugHng one wi tb anotcer one 
naving a Swore in his hand. 

(}l'fiat Hailstones round and hollow like 
rings. 

Extt'aOrdin.ary beating of Lrums in the 
�re &c. 

A·Piller or Cloud ascending up from the 
earth like a spire Steeple, beir.g opP­
osed by a Speare or Lance dowward. 

Beir.g made manifest by divers and sever­
ali L-etters frori persons of credit in 
bo·th countiee, and sent up to tr.is city 

to their friends for Truth. 
LO.NLON, 

�l'ir..ted bj T. Forcet, dw�lling in ????­
i!'lh Street, in Heydon-bourt, I646. 

+ + + + + + + + + 

. STRl.Mi2 
, l GNES ?'POH I iliA VEl�, 

t<' \:•t:-:n 11nc awaken the Eastern Associa­
t:tcr', vit�-, tr"e Southerne parts of the 

Kingdome. 
"Jpon the one and twentieth day of YJJ.y 

in the �rterr..oone, in thif year� 1646, 

there were very str1mge sights seen anri · 

unwonted sounds heard in the Ayre, in 
severo.ll places as fol1o1..·etb. 

About New-Market ir. the county of Cam­
bridge, there were seen by divers honest., 
sober, and civil! persons· and men of good 
credit, three men in tbe'Ayre striving, 
stru.gling, and tugging together. one of 
them having a drawn Svord in his hand, from 
which Judgment God·in mercy preserve these 
three Ki.r..gdomes, England, Scotland,· and .· 
Ireland, from ft:.rther conflicts and eff.u­
sion of blood. 

Betwixt Newmarket and the town of That­
ford in the foresaid County, there wa.s·ab­
served a piller or a Cloud to ascend from 
the earth, with the bright hilts of a 
S\orord towa.Tds the bottom of it, which pil­
ler did ascend in a pyramidal! form, and 
fashioned it self into the forme of' a Spi­
re or broach Steeple, and there descel'l.dlYl 
also aut of the skye. the forme of a Pike 
or Lance, with a very sharp head or poi.r.t 
to encounter 1.:ith it. 

Also at a distance, there appeared ano­
ther Speare or Lance, vith s. very acct.i.te 
point out of the Skye like'!r1ise, w!-:.�.c:·, was 
ready to interpose, but did not engPg� 'r. 
self� · 

· 

The first Speare w�:.:!..ch came cic·.11 · :r) .-H": 
Eeaven pcir:.t blanck, was after e 1-:i·,j:.,. 
clean elevated �igher, and the : ;y_; :!;. :', 
Spea.re which went up from the Slilrt: , c :>-
cended a.fter it, to encounter •'-5 ::� t.:·.� 
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the second time. 
This continued about an houre and a 

halfe. 
At Stopham in the County of Cambridge 

aforesiad, a ball of �ild fire fell upon 
the earth, which burnt up and spoyled 
about an Aker of Graine, and when it had 
rolled and runne up and down to the ter­
ror of many people and some Townesmen 
that see it, it disolved and left a most 
sulpherous stinke behind it. 

Also at Comberton in the County afore­
said, divers of the Trayned Bands heir� 
met at a I�ster, did behold the forme of 
a spire Steeple in the Skye, with divers 
Swords set round about it. 

Also at Brandon in the County ,of Nor­
folke the Inhabitants were forced to 
come out of their houses to behold so 
strange a spectacle of a spire Steeple 
ascending up from tt:e earth, and a Pike 
or Lance descending downward from Heaven. 
The Lord in mercy blesse and preserve 
his Church, and settle Peace and truth 
among all degrees, and more especially 
among our Church-men. 

In Brandon in the County aforesaid, 
was seen at the same time a Navie or 
Fleet of Ships in the ayre, swiftly pas­
sing under Sayle, with Flags and stream­
ers hanged out, as if they were ready to 
give an encounter. 

In i'JS.rshle.nd in the County of Norfolke 
aforesaid, ..... ri.tbin three miles of Kings 
Linne, a Captain ��d Lieutenant with 
divers other persons of credit, did heare 
in the time of Thunder, a sound as of a 
whole Regiment of Drums beating a call 
with perfect notes and stops , muc 1dmired 
at of all that heard it. 

And the like Military sound was heard 
in Suffolk upon the same day, and in ot!-::er 
parts of the Eastern Association. 

In all these places there was very greet 
Thunder, with Raine and Haile-stones of 
extraordinary bignesse and round, and 
some hollow within like rings. 

The Lord grant that all the people of 
this Kingdome may take heed to every war­
ning Trumpet of his, that we may speedily 
awaken from our sins, and truly turne to 
the Lord, fight his battels against our 
spiritual! Enemies, and get those inward 
riches of which we cannot be plundered of, 
and so to seek an inward Kingdome of 
Righteousnesse and Peace, that we may be 
more capable in his good time of a setled 
Peace, and state in the outward Kingdome, 
and all through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

FINIS. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

B.S.I.G. does not dismiss out of hand the meteorite theory, in fact the idea is very 
attre.ctive and fits quite well. However, some parts of the pamphlet just do not seem 
to fit, and until they can be explained satisfactorily the nature of the phenomena 
described in the pamphlet·must be left open. 

The editors of Lantern �ould be very pleased to receive readers letters and com­
ments on this article. 

LOCAL (;\IRIS�IJILI&i--_____, 

At a crossroads on the Bury St Edmunds/Kentford road is a flower-decked grave. 
It ie lmown as 'The Boy • s Grave 1 and is the burial place of a shepherd boy '!.:ho 

hanged himself after being accused of sheep stealing many years ago. Sometimes 
a strange force is said to enmante from the grave and several cyclists ha•e 
said that they have been forced to dismount because of it. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 

The earliest reference to the magical arts to be traced in this area dates �ck 

to Norfolk in 1209. A manuscript in the Public Records office, London, rdcords 
that in that year a Norfolk woman, Agnes, wife of Odo, accused one Galier� of 
�orcery. The accused was however found to be innocent after the 'ordeal of iron.' 

+ + + + + + + + + + + 

The appearance of a dragon at Henham, Essex, is recorded in a pamphlet entitled 

•The Flying Serpent or Strange News out of Essex' (1669). It told of a. ,.ringed 
dragon 9 fee� long that had been seen basking in the sun in a field. Its eyes 
�-:sre described as 'the bigness of a sheep 1s eye 1 and it boasted two ro'\JS o::­
s:--.::..rp wtite teeth. The dragon never did any �lamage o..::1d soon disappeared from 
the B.rea. 

+ + + • + + + + + + + 
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norfo/k's 
phantom coaches 

BY 

iVAN BUNN 

Our firs t port of call is 1tJEYBGUium on tbe North 1�o:;:·.!c::..k co.s;:;'�. Here a phantom 
coach pulled by four horses and driven by a headless groom is said to ge.llop thrcn,r;r: 

the village to finally disa.ppear through the churchyard wall. 
Sone I6 miles or so south of Heybourne stands tt:e stately BLICKLING HALL, bu­

ilt on the site of the old b.all which was the home of Anne Boleyn; it is also tb.e 
home of perhaps the most fa.mous of Norfolk's phantom coaches. Traditionally, at mid­
night on the anniversary of her execution (��y 9th !536), the hapless ghos t of poor 
Anne is driven, bloody head in hand, up to the main door of the hall in a coach pul­
led by four black horses, attended by headless footmen. At the hall she alights from 
the coach and enters, gliding round its corridors until the cold light of dawn 

Sir Thomas Boleyn, Anne 1s fe.ther, also haunts this area al though his nocturnni 
travels carry him over a much wider area. As a penance for his part in Anne 's death, 
he is condemned to ride in a coach and four over twelve Norfolk brid ges for a tto�ls­
and years. Like his daughter he too is headless, carrying it under his arm ,_dth blue 
flarres issuing from the mouth. Accor.1panying him are four headless coachmen and :fou.1 
equally headless footmen. He is compelled to drive at a headlong speed pursued by a 
:1orde of 'fiends 1 uttering hideous screams. His route takes him from Blickling 
Hall, over the hridges at AYLSHAM, BURGH/ OXJ-..JEAD, BUXTON, COLTISHALL, :-:EYTON, 

WROXHAM and BAYS BRII'GE at BR!J.YDESTCN near 
Brundell plus four others unspecified. An­
other version of this legend says that he 

is compelled to ride over no less than for­
ty bridges. 

ltlhether it marks the end of this jour­
ney, or represents a different legend alto­
gether is uncertain, but a similar story is 
told in the CAISTER area. 

'Beneath his arm his head he bore, 
Its tangled hair all wet with gore, 
Pursued he was by demons foul, 

J4t.J�/75 With piercing shriek and dismal howl ••• ' 
Si1" Thomns 's � · ·�ney seems to be broken at Bfu\YDESTON, for according to another 

lege:1d, he fig�:t.s �­
killed. Both d.uellis 

annually 'With Sir Thomas Paston in which the letter i� 
., i.r ghostly coaches each pulled by four headless horsen 

atte.·,1ded by four headlx< · all of whom have blue fl ames issuing from thei::--
necks; C]uite a sight. for anyone 'f'Jrtunate' to witness itJ 

)\-ray to the norU: east of Bra.ydeston lies Heigham Bridge ,near BASTWICK. Another 
;'r;·-;�inating coach legend is to be found here, although, unlike the above stories, none 
�f· �.i•c:l characters in it seeni to have e.n:y hi.storical foundation. The story comes frail 
•G:�o::·s c.f tbe Broads' by Ch9.rles Samnson, 

> �� ·:; a housf, stcod at, 3ast.vlcx: called, appropriately enough , Bastvick PlEJ:e" 
t:ce . ::-�<· of Si .. r GodfT·ey Haslitt, a <real thy batchelor with a •cordial dislike' f 0r r:.J: 
- .. -cn:c:. 'r-1;: ti,fJc;rc �'arew, 1>1ho lived at Castle Lynn (wherever that might be' l-;.c.' 
� .,,c·w · >:1 dr,;;z·f-t,p:r1 La.dy Evelyn, whom she was determined would marry Sir r;r_ .. 
,, .... · "'" A. ''� fJ5s mon.ey ... To enS1)Te that he fell in love with her c 

':.if !ore obtained a L::ve potion from a witch at Belaugh, although ir. x;_;;g 
c •  .,_:�c-:. to SW'lA.:r over her daughter's soul to the Devil. 

'� •"' potion work-ed and Sir Godfrey and Lady Evelyn \.•ere married on He.y �-- · ' ,  '!.� 
· - ;h Cathedre.J ... �"' the story goes .. The happy couple together with t�eir g·e�d .. s 

to Be,st,.,'ick ;-'1aZ!e to receive t:le Bish91 s blessing. His arrival V'3S del -::yeri 
··hen one of the b(•rses oulling his coach thre\; a shoe. However, ,"nEt c• : +,h"' 

rrcidnight, the coach eventually arrived and the Bishop, folloi.J8c. ' y h: •,;:-
ered the hall in ;.,rhich the guests \rere gathered. Sudder.tly he and his ��.-r-

C:.rd, at the same time chang:'_,..,J'; :l"' · :"Cc·�·-s s1-;:eletons. The leading sk;:•}..,. 
,ve,.,_rjn.g a mitre and cope, se:;.z,f': br.5.de and 'raced fro:n t.".c 

oJJ owed by +}1s others; thPv " 'Jr i,o "�� e wa:i ting coe cb and ge �-l G pt'!O 
t. at bre·-��{-r•.:ck speeri t'o,hc?:"os :-:e'.Gh?.::' Jridge. 
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The coach approached the bridge at a tremendous speed, S'Weying r:'"!.ciJ.y from side 
to side, as it re ached the bridge it S'W�ed so violently that it hit the stome par­
apet and 'Was smas�ed into a t' ousand flaming fragments. The '-lhole lot, together 
with the occupants, 'Were flung into the river. There 'W&.s a terrific roar and a foun­
tain of flame and then silence. The :r:)ev:il had claimed his prize! 

Every year on the anniversary of the we:.idj.ng this specta«;le is traditionally re­
inacted. A glm.ring phospherescent ccach pulled by four horses with flaming nostrils 
can be seen hurtling towards the bridge. Driving the coach is a hideous skeleton 
wearing a Bishop's mitre and cope , clutched in his skinny arms is the limp figure of 
a bride. Riding in and on the coach are other 
skeletons. 

So if you happen to be in the vicinity of 
Heigham Bridge at midnight one Hay 31st • • • • • • •  

well, who knows? 

A far more mundane apparition, that of a 
horse and cart, is said to haunt the ACLE I�W 
R6AD near Gt. Yarmouth. It has a nasty habit of 
crossing the road directly in the paths of oncoming 
vehicles. Some drivers, al though they have not ac tually seen the 
apparition, have confessed to a sudden impulse to brake violently 
reason a�. a cert.ain spot along the road. 

-..;::;. --_:::;; • ..:. .... J _:: - --..:.- fff'I"Vr� 1110t4�AM t>!Ctli:>�E'. 
and for no ap'parent 

Just down the road at GORLESTON, by the side of the Beccles Road is, or was, a 
water-filled hole called the 1 LILY PIT'·· At midnight a �;.,har,r.om pony and trap is said 
to th�.ncier along the road and disappear beneath its murky waters. In 1892 a human 
skeleton was unearthed here, thought to be the remains o·f 0.1: Early British bL.rial. 
Ho\Jever, the pit itself was dug in the early 17th centurr for brick clay • 

. At GELDESTON near Beccles, a huge ohanto1�1 coach dr by four horses vi ' fiery 
breath c.r:d sparking hooves is driven �'Y a headless co<�.c�. � .. on darksome nigh' "' It 
is said to contain the restless spirits of the Bigcdc, -r:.· r:. once all-power.:·· " '"'rfolk 
family and builders of nearby Bu..11gay :�a.st.le. The coach is said to start it" · · :-ney 
at Bung�y, it travels along the main road, pas�J !�, 1e church and 1 Lover 13 Le'" · own 
Bigod 1 s :-iill at Geldeston and then bac'< q,gai:J. "So 8ungay b�: wo.y of the low r • This 
apparition, it is said, can never be seen a.J:d .1earrl at t;..,e sa"TTe time. 

Joan Forman, in her boo: 1Eiaunted �ast Anglia', reco!":ls the story of a:'.-;.� who, 
one evening, saw a coach pulled by fo11r horses careering towards him on the B;�·�.ga.y/ 
Di tchingham Road near a place called the 1 Lions Grave 1• In the coach were t ,_.,_ }ass­
angers. As the apparition approached him it swu.ng away and disappeared into a lqyby 
which was once part of the old road. Perhaps the Bigods are still about af�;; 2�1 • • •  

Fv.rther west, at PULHAM !':..1\RKST, a ghostly coach and horses is said to frequent 
!-1111 LA:NE. The coaclli"TTan is headless and sparks fly from hi� whip ,-when he cracks it. 

· At LONG S'::'PATTON another phantom coach and four has b�en reported at intervals 
down the yea:-s. ThEl driver is a man na;ned Judge Reeve, knoWn. locally as •Old : .  :t• . 
who dri-res th

·
e

· 
coac·:·h around the parish at a furio1Js puce. if udge Reeve Died .:;_n, =�i.":' 

and his effir:;:r . to�:n-f:.>er with that of his wife, now reclin�s in LongStratton � 1 :<?'�. 
Unfortunat-.Al.y �.:.-e reri:":O?l w:1y the poor man should haunt the l area has not been r•:.,·c:·-ied. 

Hon '<s }ra.n.cse, more comr:1only �no,:m as Hassets .Lvianor House, s toad . near St •. r arr.es 1 s 
Hill at T:-TJR?E, Norwich. Ur.til it -was demolished in 1792 to make -way for the Caval r::1 
Barracks it had been the �one of the Blennerhasset family from the middle of the I!Sth 
century. The headless g-host of Hilliam Blennerha.sset tra.dit tonally rode from the 

:..:. house in a coach pulled by four headless 
.. horses. It would hurtle over Bishops Bri­

-::1 _ �::�= dge and around the adjacent neic;hbm.;.rhood, 
'"""-''·' '"-'--'� -·------ sc�c�ti.Ines flying ov·er trees a.nd �ou.ses. 

r• .... -·-_,� On some occasions the whole city v.rould be 
illuminated l:Jy flashes of fire fro:" �.�·e 
driver's t-·'lip. 

une n: the fe'-J phantom cooc'H::-s : " be 
a har'1i'1.f"''' of doom :_r; ��,,i·:l to dr.i·:f-! r�lo.ng 
the �<' �-:;-.'L TH RO� ""� E'rk' .� \' "ck hors;:;:s 'JUll 



A phantom coach story with a slightly different slant comes from the scattered 
parish of GREAT HELTON. According to legend, four bridesmairls left a weddL"lg at Nor­
wich and headed for home, their journey took them along the road by the river Ya�. 
The coach in which they were travelling was last seen at Gt., Melton hurtling· along 
at great speed on an unusually dark night. What happened here remains a mystery, but 
the· party was never seen again. Some say that they were way-laid by highway men· and 
murdered, the coach being pushed into a deep roadside pond. Others believe that the 
coachman, being very drunk, drove the coach into the pond. A��ay, whatever happ�ned 
the· story goes that a phantom coach and horses periodically hurtles along this road 
With a headless driver and four headless passengers. 

A slightly different version of the legend was recorded qy w. Gerish in I846. 
he says that every night at midnight and every day at noon, a phantom coach rises 
silently from the pond, drives once round the field and then disappears again � 
neath the dark waters. 

No such details are known of the apparition at WICKLWWOOD, except that a phan­
tom coach is said to appear at a pit somewhere in the locality, it drives round the 
parish returning finally to the pit again. · · · · ' 

Another of these ubiquitous apparitions is said to have been seen in the WOOD­
RISING area many years ago. A funnbling noise was heard first and then the apparition 
appeared, •a coach with lamps and wi�dows lit up as bright as day, all ablaze with 
light, but with no horses pulling it.' The apparition vanished at a turning to the 
village. Other witnesses have said that it was pulled b,y headless horses. Stories of 
this coach, or a very similar one, are to be found in the nearby parishes. 

Late at night, around Christmas time, sometime last century, the tenant of LONG­
HAM HALL heard the sound of coach wheels on the gravel drive of the hall. When he 
looked out of a window he saw the flare of approaching coach lamps. He called out, 
asking who was there, but received no reply; the drive was empty. Next morni�g no 
wheel marks could be found on the gravel. 

A similar story comes fron WC.J:ST BRt\DDENHll.ivJ. HALL a fe-w miles south of Longham. 
i'-1any years ago Mr.W .H.R.Haggard, the o'Wtler of the hall, was holding a party to wel­
come home one of his sons . During the evening a carriage was heard coming up the 
drive. As usual it stopped at the inner gate and then slowly approached the door. 
Some of the guests rushed out to greet the expected arrbral; but although everyone 
assembled had heard the coach there was nothing to be seen; the drive was emptyl 

One of the most famous and perhaps most frightening of Norfolk's gallery of 
ghostly coaches was encountered by George Nace, a poacher, at BTI.ECCLES HALL in the 
"'l'lrly T9•.:;o•s. George a..11d his gang had gone out poaching late one night, and had arr­
.:::.ngt�d +;o -;neat behind the hall, its occupants having gone away. George arrived first 
and took his position by the front porch to keep an eye out for the others. When 
:�;uddenly, on the stroke of midnight, the hall sprung into life. Lights ca.lJle on every 
".1:-,ere and George could see f'inely attired lords and ladies in old-fashioned dress 
dancing to the sound of violins. As he turned to run fron this fantastic �cene, a 
coach and four with lamps blazing and footmen hanging on the back, swept up the drive 
And stopped �� the door where George stood. The carriage door opened and out stepped 
•_.:le 1.oV•:3liest lady that he hd ever seen. She transfixed poor George with a long, 
cold stare, he uttered a hideods scream and fell dee.d to the ground. At that the-eo.;.. 
�eh, lights, ladies and all vanished and the hall stood dark andforeboding oncemore. 

George's mates, who had witnessed all this, bolted back to the village and .  re­
fused to go a.."lYwhere near the hall until daylight. Next morning hal:f the village 
crrived there and found George dead on the porch his face twisted in agony, his eyes 
;.:· �,ari�g straight ahead in a most terrified manner. 

J!'inally in this brief circi.lit of phantom coach haunts, comes QUIDDENHAM HALL ES­
'l';. -·:=. Here c.. ghostly waggon, some say a hearse, pulled by fo,l:r horses and driven by 
a l:eadless coachman has been reported near the old bridge, '\.Thich stands by the church 
on the ecstate. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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The Units , described in the article • Suffolk Landscape Geometry ' in Lantern 
9, have been found to be l ocal variants of antique measure s kono\-rn to have be­
en used in ?;hgland up until the definition of the present Foot uni t by King 
Ed:ward I i n  I.305 . The uni ts are : 

X = 295 . 3  metres = IOOO Roman feet.  
The Rorw r foo t, in i ts earlie s t  form, was 29. 73cm. Later, corrJ:�only, i t  was 

29 . 57cm, and by the late 3rd centur; had declined to 29. 42cm . 29 . 5 3cm there­
fore represents a variant of the Roman foot . 

As well as the Roman F6ot, the C'.rreek foot of 3I . ?cm was used in English bu­
ilding . The unit Y relates to this : 

Y = 465 me tres = IOOO Greek cubits . 
As X is I OOO Roman feet, 5X is equivalent to the Roman mil e ,  so multiples 

of 5X are distances in whole Roman miles . Another c ommon Roman measure was the 
Actus being 120 Roman feet . This measure makes I2X equivalent to IOO Actis , 
and the dis tance between the centre of Retreat Farm and Norwich Cathedral is 
700 Actus . 

Other measurements which may occur in land scape geometr.r 8.re the Saxon foot 
(33 . 5 3cm ) ; the Welsh foo t (25 . Icm )and the Norman foot 29 . 777cm ) . I 

Nigel Pennick. 

Copies of Lantern 9 containing Nigel ' s original article are s till available : Ed . . I 
INTEREST E D IN 

D. 
T H E r"  CONTACT 

M I C H A E L  BURG ESS 
21 K i rk ley Gardens 

t l  
I 

Lovvestoft � for me m b ersh�
-
�eta i

-
��

--X 
Having s pent many a...1 idle hour dra:w­

ing circ les and lines and taking part in an 
abs or oing , although someti;·nes frus trating, 
point to point c hase on the Ordnance Survey 
maps , I begF..r' tn feel more and more uneasy 
about the who1s thing . Whilst s traigh t tra:. 
cks "1ere intArc:; s ting from a. local or hist­
orical :Joint of ',riew, what did they all add 
up to ; t-rere they so placed in accordance 
with a ras ter plan ; or did each region have 

THE 

castle acre 
·diamond� 

BY R.T. HILL 
its o"''TI ley-ma''l t ;.rho laid out the t-1aya accord ing to his own methods? 

With this in mind I decided that ins tead of being satisfied with si."llple s tra­
ight lines of connected point.s,  one should seek overall pat terns of aligmnents and 
then de termine if there was a repetition of a basic pattern in other regions through­
out the c '11mtry . 

Cri tics o·f " us queer folk who draw li::.1es on maps11 and indeed most lay-hunters 
a t  s one t�me or the other, sugges t thc.t s traight line alignments can be draw;J. equally 
as w�ll ':Y L '�r�en farm, windmills, pos t offices ,  ' pubs etc . This cri ticism WO! <.ld be 
muc h  more d::.i.T icult to maintain if it were poss ible to ::roducu repeating gecr:e t:ric 
:'i f!i-� re s ,  ':.az:gi hly s inilar to each other, in variou: �1e.rts of the country .  

: ; ovP7 e::: .  t o  ge t down t o  brass tacks . I h 0�: !'·�· md some mos t  i!'ltere s t :_r,:; rH B �· : ond 
� :vw.:>s in r·�BE \ "\ ngl ia li1ich appear to have 'Jeen. .l.. o. _  out with grc;a.t accura c y .  ne �·, 
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only with regard to the s imilarity of dis tances between the points forming the al ign­
ments , but als o in the ropatition of the angles involved . 

To give an example ,  ind eed one which gives a mos t satisfying pat tern, take 
. th 

r• ,' '  , ,  T 3� ( ''T T.r N 
+' ' '  ) • th I 5 0  000 . ' t T25 r� l. e� er •,_> . ::  • •  ,,_ ""  . , o · "- "- h . w . or'- o . ..Jc J.n e ne-w : _  , ser1es, or s nee , � , � t> "'en-

ham ) in the ol.·l l inch series . Draw a line from the tumulus at Massingham Corr:lon 
(806207 ) to the tumulusabove Rudham Common (834258 ) ;  then down to the wes terly of the 
tumuli at. 1.�e B.senhn :n Lyngs Plantation (8462 02 ) ; and then or' +, o t he rema ins of tlYl C 'l:>-
tle nt � -,s ·< e f c-.e (8I9I52 ) ;  a.nd then back again to ::Viass i ;· Conrnon . Reslilt? - o n e  

l ovely diamond vL , ' ;;wo s ide s measuring 6ICO 
.----------------------. yards, and two s ide cleasuring 6270 yards . 

• A Rudham tumulus  

• B. Massingham . . .. 

• C. Cast le Acre castle 

• 0. Weasenham t u m u l u s  

• E.  Lltc h a m  

N 
t _J_ 

half  inch : 1 m ile 
' ' 
-\ 

The northerly and so :J t.herly angles being 42 °  
wh ils t the eas terly and we s terly e.re 138° . 
(t hese measurements be L�g as close a s  can be 

�3certained on this scale map ) . Don ' t  go away 
t hough for there is more to c ome . :9re:w a linf': 
from the l1as s ingham Com;:�on point, through 
heasenham l.i1ngs point to the castle remains 
at ii,ileham (9I6I94) a..'ld it passes through the 
tumulus at Litcha.rr: Heath (8�20I ) on route . 

The diagram s iows the sort of pi cture 
l-Ihich is emerging .. not wis hing to bore you 
with more detailed ins tructions for deyelop.­
ing the theme, I have put into the drawing 
some of the other alignments whicb show the 
s ort of tve-dimens ional nattArns we are 
looking for . 

Su.mr:1arising the alignment pa t ' .e-rn, the 
following points s eem s ignificant : 

I .  The pat terr:. incor porB.tes 
6 cas ne sites . 
6 turnuli . 
I earthwork . 
Church at Tittleshall 
( ' tot ' derivation? ) 

2 .  There is great interplay of triangles and 
there also appears to be a tendency for 
the main figures to run roughly north/ 
s outh and eas t/we s t .  

3 .  The shape o f  t h e  pattern seems to regular 
to be explained by chance . particularly as 
the 1 8as tle Acre Diamond 1 takes account 
of A LL the tuJT,uli in the vic inity . 

This geome trival series of al ignments appears in other places in Eas t Anglia 
and perhaps another article in Lantern a t  a later d::1.te l.'OI.lld show some of thes e . and 
als o  an inter-relations hip between them and the ' Cas tle A cre Diamond ' .  

Oh, by the way, if you s tick a compass po int in t h e  centre of the l ine between 
the Mass inghaJn Comjnon and keas enham Lyngs point s ,  and plncr� the pAnciJ.. end on the 
Litcham Heath Tumulus , the circle it cir!lWS goes through three ch 1 ; rches,  t..... ·o farms and 
aligns on to a curved sec tion of road below Great tv'.i8.ss ingham, ( I  make no claim to 
hA.ve discovered the firs t circular ley though • • • • •  l )  Good di amond hunting . 

TH E N EWS i s  a n>Jn- n�ofi tmak i ng b i -monthly miscel lany of Fortean news, notes 
a n d  referen ·::"' � ;  end  is affi l i ated to the I nternat iona l  Fortea n Organisation ( I N FO)  
i n  cont i nu i n g the  work o f  Charles Fort ( 1 874 - 1 932) . TH E N EWS i s  edited b'y"  
Robert J M  R ickard : Post Office Stores, Aldermaston, Berkshire, England. 

The  le.tes t issue, No . 9, contains notes on Fireball e ,  
Ghos t lights, vanishing animals ,  fish & peo ple B.nr3 
much more . Annual subs cript ion in the UK is £2 . IO, 
s ingle copies 35 p from the above addres s  • • • • • • • • • •  
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.-----�--------�� The following back numbers of Lantern are still availa ble : 
No . 4; artJcles include 1 The Lowes toft witches ' and 1 The New 
Hair..ford UFO ' : No . 5 ; articles includ e 1 0ld Shuck at Greet 
Yarmouth 1 and 'A Ghos t Named George ' :  No . 7 ;  articlrs inc lud e 
• I-vsterious S tones in East Anglia • and 'The Good People 1 :  
No. 8 ;  articles includ e 1 The Haunting of Glasshouse Row ' and 
' Fairy Folk· ' � no . <1 ;  art.i.cles include 1A Ca se of Psychic 

Photography? 1 and ' Suffolk La.nd;::;c<." J>:; Geome try ' .  Sir.gle copies of Nos l.,  5 and 7 
are IOp each ; Nos 8 & 9 I2p eae h .  F·os tage on single copies 6p, 2 or 3 copies 8p : 
4 or 5 copies IOp.  Available from the add rHss o n  page one . + + + + + + + + + + + 

U.F. O. BEI:tORT 
A very interes ting s ighting occured on February 2 4  this year near Sizewell Nu­

clear Po-wer Station, Suffollt . A t  arou.nd 7pm :'lr . Tom Mayer, a re tired civil servant 
from Leiston, was walking his dog along �.1:-:;; rlearby cliffs . He describes what happened 
on that -walk ;  

11 lt was a beautiful night with the moon rising over the sea, the sky was clear 
with the usual myriads of s tars and cons tellations . It  was cold too but id eal 
for walking . 

liY dog and I s tarted a bris k  walk along the dunes , a regular walk which we 
have done dozens of times irl the pas t .  A mile or so pa s t  the Pm�er Station 
I s t opped to light my pipe . In a north-eas t direction I no ticed what appearid 
to be a s hooting s tar descending, a..."lrl : he Obj ect sudenly appeared . Hy iog was 
terrified, but I was transfixed- not t;;� r.n fear bu : . �nder. It (the obj ect ) 
was pumpkin-s haped and the colours appe ared luminous a;1d be13u  tiful (green and 
yellow) . It may have been 20 yards aliJ: . .  : and perhaps 6 f ;;. ,c. L from the gro; ._,ld . 
There was a warm fan effect which I cuuld feel upon my f&t/� - nn :. 1J.nphJ sant 
but unnatural . There was no sound whats oe\· 1 r  and it  va.n:l_s :� ed ' · 'i t ;J c: . .s l-. .  - . >  t ing 
s tar speed . There remained a pungent a.c1dy ·· -oma . "  

To date we have been unable to discover an.; :::-e L :. o: .  I . ,Jl a.:la ti.or;. :"or this o bj ec t .  
On March 8 las t, a l"JT. & l'J.rs Button we re trav <: L , J. ng .from t he ir home in t\e ssing­

l and to vis i t  friends at Leis ton .  At abou t ?pm, on tr: �  :'nerJ  ne r:1:- the ruined Abbey at 
Leis ton, I'll' . Button glimpsed very briefly a .  bright ora.'1ge obj ect "'hich shot across 
the road causing him to swerve his car sharply . The obj ec t was only visible for about 
5 seconds a."ld consequently the witnesses l-.oe r e  'ma ble to give any more details . Could 
there be s ome connec tion between this obj e e L  �11d the one S l3en by :":r . l'-'layer? 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + 
A much older report has j us t  come to light, it was found in the Lowes toft Jour­

nal, July I 5 ,  195 5 .. The report reads : 
" Oh, mum.rny, look up in the s"\cy at the beau L iful silver s tar, " cried 4 year old 

Roy Hurray at about 5pm on Thursday week: . His mother, ;.:rs Ruth Murray, of 
Homel&nd s ,  Darby Road , Beccles,  looked up ir.to the cloudless sky, shading her 
eyes against the brillia..."lt sunshine, and saltr 1r1hat. she bel ieves may hav<; been 
ye t anotber 'flying sauc e r 1 .. 

She said s h e  saw a beautifv J flA.t circu lF: r  :>bj ect,  gl istening silver, m ov ing 
s oundlessly and at tremend01.l E speed ir: a s ou t �' �eas terly d irec tion over he:� 
home . 1 1 1 Yas s o  surprised I very nearly dropped tr�e cycle I WF;. S  hold ing, e-. nd  
my little baby was ir, a s eat a t  t h e  backn , s h e  ' old a reporter . 1 1 I t  was tb 1 
most; beautiful thir:g I have ever s een .. :'here wc.s no s ound coming from it, · . o  
it could not have been an a.erople.ne, nor was tiv:;:ce any smoke . l watched :] t :'or 
a few seconds ,  then it went black, as though it bad turned, and disappeE n)( . 
I stood and searched the sky for a long time aftervm.rd s ,  but there was n o "  . 1g 
to be s e en .  It  ��ad c ompl e tely disappeared . 11 · 

Beccles · polic e said tha.t  they had heard no re por ts  of s trange ai:rG:::'G ft. :i .r. :, he 
area, other than a number concerning a new- type of turbo-j et plene s ��.-:m O'J 8 i  
Beccles several ti.i'lies recently . That, t hey said, mad e s. very l oud ar£ d i :' ' , L:· �: t,.� 
ive nois e • • • • • • 1 1  

+ + 
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new1 round-up 
On the �ight of May 30/31, 

3 inves tigators £rom the 
Psychical Research Section 
of BSIG set up their equip.­
ment at the Hall Irm, Sea. 
Palling, Norfolk, in an at­
tempt to track down the grey 
lady reputed to haunt some 
of the rooms . 

On three seperate occasions 
recently an a pparition has 1 
been seen with the appearance 
of a eo:� of smoke . Strange 
noi l? e s  and the inexplicable 
r.;r;ell of ' cigarette smoke ' 
:: .-:ve r�J s o  been experienced 
tc �e tber wi th drops in tem-

?bA ; : :. ; parts of ,.th ich 
n'r'" ov�-.-o:- L.J. , years old ,  was 
O!H� 9  R.  f.�_r::�b<Yi.lSe and the gho­
S tly wo::;nr is said to be the 

comment 

wraitb of an old lady who 
lived there about ninety 
years ago . Quite why she 
haunts the bulld ing is not 
known. 

Nothing of the apparit­
ion or the accompanyirg 
phenomena was seen by the 
inves tigators , although 
dur�g the night a seance 
was held (not normally 
pR rt of BSIGs investigat­
ing procedure ) during 
which it "Was claiJr.ed that 
tbe spirit of the departed 
old lady was contacted . 
The seance was very inter­
esting but in the opinion 
of the investi gators , in­
c onclusive , primarily be­
cause al J the ' information ' 
obtained was kno� by at 

• • • • • • 

least half the people there . 
A ttempts to obta in infor��­
tion which WO'Ltld have need ed 
ver:i fica tion la ter ff:J l .:·er:.­
sbort of' expectations . I�or1'" 
the less the exerc ise "''- ;; 
very ilh.minating . 

+ + + + + + + 
Since the lR st .i s �-·u� of 

IJ, NTERN we.s p<1blis heJ , t.Lt 
Lowestoft Photogre phic Soc­
ie ty has re turned the negr; ­
tives of' the Psych ic )'hotos 
mentioned in it . Un.fortunat­
etly they could offer nor 
more comment than that exP­
res sed by BSIG in Lantern 9 �  
namely that the phot.o�re.pbs 
could be genuine, but could 
equally a s  well have been 
fe ked , a l though there 1o1as no 
evid ence of thi s .  So, u ntil 
the same rest�lts can be ob­
tained under controlled con­
d itions the ma tter must be 
left o oen to del� te + + + + 

W';llst readir.g the mos t j,nteres ting arti cle by Ht .  J .  Self on Psychic Photogra phy 
pu.blisr ed in the I Lantern ' for Spring I975 (No. 9 ) '  r 'WS.S interested in the reference 
•.c the us e of infra-red for the original experiments . 

wou l�� � eem that whenever photography is used in connec tion ,.Ji tt psychic phen­
c - �"': ., · ,·:fre-red film is a1 mos t,  invartably used, but I wonder if this i.s rf•ally nec-
c ·· <· nr: r Ycau s e  surely i.nfrc:.-red film can only record images if they e �t'' E l ,.llliir.atec 

,,. _·_ 'J_-j .!' •. :red l ight or vis ibl e  light? Generally the films which are availabl e are not 
__,_"::.':5 � :_ r. :· · ly sensitive to record the heat emitted by anything cooler tl-:an say a hot 

.,, :_ :: ::: �.-d e c l -:oU es i ron. Furt t r: r ,  we find that when ghosts appear, there is reputedly 
". •. ;::. _ .,;.- i:t temperature and thiE wou ld appear as a darker area on any ph otog-raph whic h 
r. :.g ::t, �:e taken, i r  other word s we s hould see a negative ghos t J  

Tb ere would seem to be s one poss ibility of ' catching 1 a supernaL;_::r:.�. event_. n:r 
v 5 s i +- .):r�  by the use of the never Thermogra phic types of equipment whic h  show very 
S '7'n lJ  r.: .U:'.ferences of tempera t �; res as areas of different colour and d is pl r::,rs them on 
r: t;n:e ·:· f t$levision screen .  l'his ma.kes it feasible to set up the earner& in a roorr: 
P...nd ti:ezl s i t  baek comfortably elsewhere and wa. t c h  events £rom a sa£e d is 1,�ncA � 

?erf:a ps s ome learned reader could say whetr.er this could be combir �YJ with HP '. o-
gra �t :  c techn5 c;ues and tLus give a 3-dirrensional record of a ny s pooker'J? 

H . ;' . '  . PH l ,  
War��er; Sdge , 
Brs nd on Road , 
·-:;��E ·� � r�;T�J � , 
.�-7n;f'o l k .  

· <: -:: � :bo ·v:ould l ike to foll o'" u p  further the subj ect of psychic �'hot ogre phs a s  'nF.'n. 
t � : '1 A.C  LYJ . '-=' . : :.elf ' s  article in Lantern 9, will be intere sted in a recent book, 

· :- -!- s : ·� ·  ·· ustr::- .. '<1 His t,ory" by Peter Haining (Sedgwick & J':._c'�s on , £3 . 75 ) . It 
r '  � ,- - - ��- '- y  � ,  'ten; � ::-:  suc h photographs, both real and faked , vi t h co pius Il h;_str�? -
-4 - -· 

, .  � .  Enid_rg a.ls o gives acco1mts of how fraudulent meditoms, fake phenomena ar,;: 
.. � : <  ' :::"d events are produced by admitted conj urers . There are in 13dd it ion nur l-':r-

, � '  :'P'�2.nh s of haunted houses and other subj ects of ghos tly int;eres t .  l'be t�c:�t h� 
. .. - L tc ,  but tte nic tures make this a val<-;able book, ard 1 d o  not '-cno'" 

. �:. :s anything l i�e the same ahu ;-:r] r; ro � e . 
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